Taiwania in Burma—A New Record. 


BY 


The peculiar monotypic genus Taiwania was found originally in 
Formosa in 1904, and was named and described by Hayata from 
material collected by Konishi on Mount Morrison. In 1916, Handel- 
Mazzetti discovered this Formosan conifer on the Salwin-Irrawaddy 
watershed in N.W. Yunnan, and from the same area further specimens 
were obtained by George Forrest in 1921. Prior to this, in 1918, 
Forrest found Taiwania growing in a mixed forest between Yung- 
chang and the Salwin river, some 200 miles south of the former locality. 
It was not known then to occur elsewhere, and the apparent restriction 
of Taiwania to the island of Formosa and to this part of Western 
China has been cited as a remarkable example of discontinuous 
distribution. In view of its comparative rarity in either country, 
a new record relating to Taiwania is worthy of note, particularly if 
this imphes some extension of its former geographical range. 

Some time ago, when examining material in the Herbarium of the 
Royal Botanic Garden, the writer discovered an unnamed specimen 
in the Burmese Collection of J. H. Lace which is undoubtedly referable 
to Taiwania cryptomerioides. This particular specimen (Lace No. 52), 
which consists of a sterile branch of what is described in the accom¬ 
panying legend as a " large tree,” was collected in the Myitkyina 
district of Upper Burma in September, 1912. The exact locality is 
given as “ near Paypat bungalow,” and the altitude indicated is 
" 6,000 ft.” Lace also mentions that the vernacular name of the tree 
is Shoak. 

Two interesting facts emerge with the disclosure of this herbarium 
sheet. One is the hitherto unsuspected fact that Taiwania had been 
found across the Burmese frontier so long ago as 1912, and growing, 
too, in a climate which is very different from that of its Formosan 
habitat, where it is relatively cool all the year round. The other 
point of interest is the date of collection of Lace’s specimen, for it 
follows from this that Taiwania had been observed in Upper Burma 
prior to the time of its discovery in Western China. 




